An Interpretation of the “Charge Down Clarification”

A clarification has come out about when a charge down puts an offside player onside. It covers the incidents when a player appears to have only partially charged down a kick.
Before we start, a very quick reminder of the “10 Metre Law” which states if a player in open play is in front of a kicker he is automatically offside and can be penalised if he is within a line 10 metres in front of the catching player. For the full version read Law 11.4
So.... Is a Blue Offside Player in this “10 Metre Zone” Put Onside By a Red Charge Down?
Yep.

So why the clarification?

Because what many players don’t recognise is that its only a bona fide pucka Red charge down which puts the Blue player onside. If one of the Red players just tries to field the ball and fails, tries to trap it and fails, or it just touches him, the offside Blue player stays offside and is liable to be penalised because he is in the “10 metre zone”
An Interpretation of the Maul, Ball to Ground clarification

If a Red player in a maul takes the ball to ground if

· The ball is immediately available, play on
· The ball is not immediately available, scrum to Blue
· The Red player stops the ball being immediately available, penalty to Blue
Some refs have recently addressed the issue by blowing up very quickly, as the clarification suggests by uses of the word “immediately”, to find that players quickly adapt and get much better at making the ball available immediately.

An Interpretation of the Ball Ripped from the Ball Carrier’s Hands Clarification

If a Red player has the ball and a Blue player rips it out of his hands, there can be no knock on or throw forward as it was out of the Red player’s control. This clarification was made because sometimes if it went forward from Red it was being given as a knock on.
