Bad Weather & Poor Pitch Conditions: Is the game ON or OFF? 
Here is some excellent advice on weather cancellations from the Hampshire Society followed by advice from the RFU on weather and pitch issue cancellations

Advice for referees undertaking pitch inspections. 

1. Say nothing about the conditions or the likelihood of play until both captains are present 

2. Reds want to play, Blues want to play. 
Do not comment on the conditions of the pitch and start the match. If at any time the Referee has doubts as to the safety of the players, s/he should stop the match. In that event the referee should note the time and score. If the match has gone beyond 60 playing minutes the league/cup organisers could decide the result will stand rather than a replay..


3. Red and Blue don't want to play 

Don't start. 

4. Red want to play, Blue don't. 

i) The Referee needs to get Blue captain to say, "in our opinion the pitch is not fit" or similar. In other words, put the onus on the team to clarify why they do not want to play. 

ii) Once that is said, in almost every case the referee should say that the game is off because "the pitch is not fit", "the pitch is unsafe", "my only consideration is the safety of the players" 

iii) In exceptional circumstances (i.e. a beautiful September day, Blues have lost two players on the way to the match) the referee will say "the game is on" and if Blues refuse to play the matter passes to the league or cup organising committee. The referee does not have to make a report at this time but a
simple note explaining the circumstances to the Society Secretary would be appropriate. You might consider counting their available players and examining their match card. 

5. The least said the better at all times
Simon Thomas
Chairman HRURS
Advice From The RFU Development Officer;

Firstly the law.  Page 16  Law 1.6  OBJECTIONS TO THE GROUND   
(a)    If either team has objections about the ground or the way it is marked out they must tell the referee before the match starts. 
(b)   The referee will attempt to resolve the issues but must not start a match if any part of the ground is considered to be dangerous.  
In layman’s terms this means if one side has concerns for its player’s safety as a referee you cannot, and indeed would be foolish to compel them to play.  
If neither side makes any pre match observations you may start the game.  A word of warning, be conscious of the fact that if there arises a number of injuries which could be construed as being pitch related you must consider abandoning the game as ultimately players safety is now your responsibility.   
To subsequently state that in the Southern Hemisphere they play on such pitches would not really hold you in good stead here as History dictates we are used to playing on softer pitches.
RFU Development Officer
